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Ravenscourt Park has over 600 trees in it. This tree trail leads 
you to 25 of them: some as individual trees and some as groups.      

The walk starts from the Sir William Bull Memorial Gates on King 
Street but goes past all the gates so you can start at any one.  
For each tree there is information of the location and mention of a 
particular feature to help you identify it. Some facts on its history 
and use are given. The scientific name is unique to that tree type.  
A tree may have several common names, so use the scientific name 
to look up on the internet and find out more about the tree.
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At the Memorial Gates on King Street

1
 
RED OAK QUERCUS RUBRA
Follow the left path round the 
grass. The middle tree about 
half way up the path is the 
red oak. It comes from North 
America, where it is grown as a 
timber tree. Its leaves turn red 
in autumn, hence the name.

Go under the railway arches and turn right onto 
the main avenue

2
 
CHESTNUT LEAVED OAK QUERCUS   
 CASTANEIFOLIA
The path to Ravenscourt Park Station has 
several of these trees on the right. They were 
introduced into England in 1846 from the 
Caucasus Mountains near the 
Black Sea, and are not widely 
grown. The trees here are 
probably of the variety ‘Green 
Spire’ which grows tall rather 
than round. 

Back to the main avenue 

3
 
FLOWERING CHERRY PRUNUS
This was once lined with a double avenue 
of elms that had been planted in the 18th 
century (Ulmus) but these died in the 1920s: 
an early occurrence of Dutch Elm disease. 
The righthand side was replaced by Flowering 
Cherries. These are coming to the end of their 
life and some have been cut down. Look for 
the new thin replacements. The old cherries 
have multi-petalled flowers, the new ones 
have simpler flowers. These have pollen and 
nectar beneficial to insects. Flowering cherries 
feature in Japanese gardens. 
The short life of the flowers 
and the dropping of their 
colourful petals on the grass 
are seen as a reminder of the 
frailty of life.

4
 
SPANISH SWEET CHESTNUT   
 CASTANEA SATIVA
On the left of the main avenue there are many 
sweet chestnuts. These have leaves that look 
like the horse chestnut, but lack the big flowering 
stems. The nuts grow in a very 
spiny shell. They are edible 
but have to be roasted before 
eating. The timber is strong 
and long lasting and is used for 
furniture, fencing and building.

5
 
LONDON PLANE TREE PLATANUS X  
 HISPANICA
There is a circle of seven London Planes on the 
left, which are often called the Seven Sisters. Note 
how tall they are. Planes are a cross between two 
plane species (hence the X in the scientific name). 
They are resistant to air pollution and disease 
and so were widely grown in 
London in Victorian times and on 
into the 1950s. They can grow 
very large. Nowadays, when 
used as a street tree, the top 
branches are cut back. 

6
 
LONDON PLANE TREE PLATANUS X  
 HISPANICA
Look across to your left and you will see a 
tree with a very wide trunk. This is known 
as a bottle bole tree. It is another London 
Plane. This form of growth is not unusual for 
a plane tree and is usually 
caused by injury, but this one 
is exceptionally large. It is 
believed that it was struck by 
lightning. This tree is included 
in the list of Great Trees of 
London, set up following the 
Great Storm of 1987. Sadly, it 
has lost its plaque.

Go over to the path where this tree is

7
 
ELM ULMUS NEW HORIZON
Most of the trees along the 
path near the big tree are a 
variety of elm resistant to 
Dutch Elm disease.

Return to the main avenue and look into the 
sports area on the right 

8
 
TREE OF HEAVEN AILANTHUS ALTISSIMA
On the far side of the sports 
area is a very tall tree: the Tree 
of Heaven. A native of China, 
it derives its name from its 
height. This has been listed 
as another of the Great Trees 
of London, and a small plaque 
notes this. It is said to be one of 
the tallest specimens in Britain. 

9
 
MAGNOLIA MAGNOLIA SPECIES   
 PROBABLY MAGNOLIA GRANDIFLORA
Along the side of the Bowling Green and outside 
the café there are some magnolia trees. These 
are notable for their dark green leaves and large 
white flowers. Magnolia is a very 
old group of flowering plants, 
and evolved before bees were 
about. It was probably originally 
pollinated by beetles, which may 
account for its thick petals.

The trail starts here

10
 
CIDER GUM EUCALYPTUS GUNNII 
Opposite the café near the 
drinking fountain there are 
two trees with peeling white 
bark. These are Cider Gums, a 
native of Tasmania. These are 
grown as an ornamental tree, 
although a drink can be made 
from the sap, hence the name.

Continue to walk towards the walled garden

11
 
CAUCASIAN WINGNUT PTEROCARYA  
 FRAXINIFOLIA
On the left, the very large tree with pinnate 
leaves is a wingnut tree. It gets this name from 
the seedpods, which have two 
wings that make them look 
like an engineer’s wingnut. Just 
before you reach this, the other 
tree with pinnate leaves is a 
black walnut: Juglans nigra.

12
 
HOLM OAK QUERCUS ILEX
Before you reach the walled 
garden there are several trees 
with evergreen leaves. These 
are Holm Oaks, sometimes 
called the Evergreen Oak or 
Holly Oak.

Turn left towards the playground and the 
Goldhawk Road entrance

13
 
ENGLISH OAK QUERCUS ROBUR
At the north end of the picnic area, opposite 
the playground, are two English Oaks. Given 
plenty of room the oak will grow into a large 
tree. Traditionally, it was grown so it produced 
four main branches. The tree 
could then be cut to use the 
curved wood as ribs for wooden 
ships and in the Middle Ages 
for cruck houses. Two curved 
pieces of wood were joined to 
make the cross sections and 
the house was put together like 
a flatpack. 

14
 
INDIAN BEAN TREE CATALPA   
 BIGNONIODES
Nearby in the picnic area, this unusual tree is 
not from India but originally 
came from the south east of 
America. It has large floppy 
leaves, and in summer its white 
flowers are followed by slender 
bean-like pods. 

Continued on next page



15
 
LIME TREE TILIA X EUROPAEA
Looking to your left, just by the bridge over 
the lake, there is a Lime Tree. 
This specimen is quite old and 
the top branches are dead. 
Trees like this are called stag 
headed, because the dead 
branches look like antlers.

16
 
GOLDEN RAIN TREE KOELREUTERIA  
 PANICULATA
Further along on the left, opposite the infants’ 
section of the playground, 
there is a Golden Rain tree 
from south east Asia. It has 
bright yellow flowers and 
interesting seedpods that 
resemble Chinese lanterns.

17
 
HOLLY ILEX AQUIFOLIUM
As you approach the Goldhawk Road entrance 
there are Holly trees on your right. One of them 
has been cut down to the base and has produced 
several stems. This is a process called coppicing, 
used to grow lengths of wood of a particular 
diameter. Holly is very tolerant to this sort of 
treatment, and can even be trimmed to form a 
hedge. The wood is strong and water resistant. 
It is white in colour. Trees are either male or 
female. The female plants have 
red berries in winter. They are 
traditionally associated with 
Christmas, often together with Ivy 
(Hedera helix). There is some ivy 
on the wall behind the holly here.

18
 
SILVER BIRCH BETULA PENDULA.
Turning back into the park you pass a dog 
exercise area where there are 
several Silver Birches. These 
are identified by their white 
flaky bark. The birch is widely 
grown as an ornamental tree 
because the bark provides 
colour in the winter. The 
wood is used for many things, 
including skis, plywood and 
flooring blocks.

19
 
DAWN REDWOOD METASEQUOIA   
 GLYTOSTROBOIDES
In the circular bed by the ball courts there is 
a tall tree with red bark. This 
tree was identified from fossil 
material in 1941 that was 1.5 
million years old. In the same 
year an unknown tree was 
found in the wild in China. It 
was not until 1946 that it was 
realised that the two trees 
were the same. 

20
 
HORSE CHESTNUT AESCULUS   
 HIPPOCASTRANUM
On the opposite side of the ball courts there 
is a Horse Chestnut. These come from a small 
area of the Balkans, and are mainly grown as 
ornamental trees for their large stalks of white 
flowers (often called candles). The large seeds 
are used for a game called conkers. In  
the Great War, the conkers were collected to 
be fermented to make acetone 
used in the manufacture of 
explosives. It is sometimes 
claimed that conkers can be 
used to keep clothes moths out 
of wardrobes.

21
 
TWISTED WILLOW SALIX BABYLONICA  
 TORTUOSA
On the path between the dog exercise area and 
the lake there are several Twisted Willows. 
The stems curve about, and 
the tree is grown in gardens 
because of its unusual shape. 
Some other curved stem 
varieties can be seen in the 
dog area.

22
 
MEXICAN WHITE PINE PINUS   
 AYACAHUITE
Walk back to the south of the 
dog exercise area, and the 
next tree, looking towards the 
railway arches, is a Mexican 
white pine. It has very long 
cones. A native of Mexico, it is 
very tolerant of cold and grows 
well in Britain. It is widely used 
to make paper. 

23
 
YELLOW BUCKEYE AESCULUS FLAVA
There are three of these trees with five-pointed 
leaves, opposite the exit gates 
to the hospital. Yellow Buckeye 
is a native of the Appalachian 
Mountains in the US. It has 
yellow/green flowers in spring 
and later yellow fruits, which 
are not edible. The timber has 
a wide range of uses including 
electric guitar tops. 

24
 
CEDAR CEDRUS ATLANTICA
This tree is on the left, about half way  
between the fence and the 
diagonal path with the elms. 
It is unusual in that it has a 
double trunk for about half way 
up. This probably developed 
due to injury.

Go back under the arches into the area by the 
Memorial Gates

25
 
MAIDENHAIR TREE GINKGO BILOBA
On your right, on the mound by the railway 
arches, there is a small tree with distinctive 
two-lobed leaves. A native of China, it is known 
from fossils that are 250 million years old. 
The leaves are used in traditional and herbal 
medicine. The trees are either 
male or female. Most of the 
specimens in parks and as 
street trees are male, as the 
fleshy coating to the seed is 
slippery and has an unpleasant 
smell. Unusually, this one is 
female. There is a male tree on 
the path to the station.

As a local Ravenscourt Park 
resident and neighbour,  

I have a vested interest in the new 
‘Ravenscourt Park Tree Map’. I walk 

through the park almost every day 
and I am delighted to be involved 

with the map’s creation.

Horton and Garton are the true market leaders in the 
Ravenscourt Park area for both sales and lettings.  
I have been moving people into the area since 1995, 
and I can tell you that the Park is just as important to 
each one of those families now as it was then.
I’ve lived near Ravenscourt Park now for almost 25 
years and for me, it’s the Park that my boys first 

learned to play football in and a place I hold 
very dear. It’s vital that we continue to support 
the Friends of Ravenscourt Park and the 
essential role that they play in preserving this 
Hammersmith icon for the whole community.”
John Horton MNAEA MARLA,  
Owner and Director of Horton and Garton
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